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WRIGHT STATE UNIVERSITY

c

MINUTES OF THE UNIVERSITY FACULTY MEETING
November 24, 1969
I.

JI.
ill.

IV.

The meeting was called to order at 3 :45 p. m. in room 101 Fawcett by the Vice
President of the Faculty, Dr. Emil Kmetec.
The minutes of the May 21, 1969 meeting were approved as presented.
Special Reports.
A.

President Golding introduced new academic personnel and deans.
(These have been announced formally through Executive Memoranda).

B.

President Golding requested that his speech be deferred until this meeting
was adjourned.

Dr. David Karl reported that the following legislation is in process for future
Academic Council action.

A.

0

The Faculty Affairs Committee has formed three subcommittees to work
in three specific areas.
1.

Professional Development.

2.

Faculty WeHare.

3.

Academic Freedom and Tenure.

B.

The Student Affairs Committee is working on a student judicial policy.
They are also investigating the possibility of students on the Board of
Trustees and additional students on the Academic Council.

C.

The Curriculum Committee has presented a proposal for a department of
dance, a university policy on the College Level Examination Program, and
a review of the philosophy of General Education requirements.

D.

The other committees of the Academic Council are continuing their work
in assigned areas.

V. Old Business
A.

c

A motion for a university-wide General Education requirement (tabled at the

May 21, 1969 meeting) was removed from the table. The motion "Dr. Fritz
moved, Dr. Hanson seconded that the Curriculum Committee present to the
Academic Council a university-wide General Education requirement and that
this final proposal to the Council should be passed on the basis of proposals
from the various divisions." Dr. Fritz indicated that he felt the General
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Education requirement should have been acted upon by the entire faculty but
since it was completed, he withdrew the motion.
B.

Report from the Student Affairs Committee concerning student participation
in university government. Dr. Fritz announced due to difficulty in securing
student representatives it oo uld be necessary to postpone their report. When
the report is prepared it will be presented to the Academic Council for
additions to the Faculty Constitution and Bylaws at next spring's meeting of the
Faculty.

V. New Business
A.

Commemoration of Provost Jack B. Thomas. Dr. Kmetec read the letter to
Mrs. Thomas on behalf of the faculty. (See Attachment A. )

B.

A motion to increase representation on the Steering Committee of the
Academic Council. Dr. Karl moved, Dr. Pabst seconded, that
"the Academic Council request the Agenda Committee of the University
Faculty to place the following proposed amendments of the Constitution
and Bylaws on the agenda of the Faculty Meeting to be held during the
first quarter of the 1969-70 academic year for action at that time.
Article ill, Section 11. ( 1)
Change to read: "The Steering Committee shall consist
of seven persons ••• 11
And change [(3)] to read: "Five of the elected members of
the Academic Council••• "
Discussion: Dr. Karl indicated that this was a recommendation from last
year's Steering Committee for the purpose of improving communications
and distributing the work load. If approved, the motion must also be
approved by the Board of Trustees. President Golding could see no diffi
culty in securing that approval. Dr. Karl felt that the matter should be
implemented at the earliest possible date.
Motion carried.

C.
VII.
Vll.

IX.

There was no other new business presented.

The meeting was adjourned at 4:15 p.m.
President Golding presented a major address to the faculty.

(See Attachment B. )

Dr. Spano, Director of Counseling, was available for questio ns concerning the
operation of the newly expanded facility. Dr. Spano indicate d that a resume concerning
the Counseling Center was mailed to the general faculty.
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September 2, 1969

Mrs. Jack B. Thomas
53 East Thruston Boulevard
oakwood, Ohio 45419
pear Mrs. Thomas:
The Faculty of Wright State University mourns the death of
Dr. Jack B. Thomas. He came and then he went away after a short
stay.

0

He came to Wright State fired with keen enthusiasm to build
a significant center of learning within the State of Ohio that
would be recognized by scholars everywhere. His dedication and
availability were well recognized. His approach to problems and
to their solutions were cheerfully attended. His personality was
contagious and inspired confidence and trust. His leadership and
recognition in this Academic Community was quickly established and
was gaining momentum rapidly. The Faculty were rightly proud to
have and to support Dr. Jack B. Thomas as Provost of Wright State
University. And then he went away after a short stay.
The pas sing of Dr. Jack B. Thomas saddened the Faculty of
this University. Many who had the opportunity to know him have
expre ssed their sincere feelings of great loss of the man and the
educato r . Please acce pt th i s Faculty sentiment of the past and of
the future that was to come.
Sincerest of regards,

Emil Kmetec
Professor of Biology
Vice-President of the Faculty,
Wright State University
EK:blg
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LOOKING AHEAD

I have been asked to share with my colleagues on the

faculty some thoughts of the role of our University and some

of the specific steps we might take to fulfill that role during

the next fifteen years. I will not discuss capital plans in this

talk - I will save this for a special meeting later.

First I wish to say a few words about some student-

related problems, not the least of which are

s~udent-faculty

relations.

(1)

It is probably not necessary for me to call to your

attention (but I will) the fact that students are finally realizing

that many of their dissatisfactions with the university stem from

academic causes, and that these generally lie within the realm of

faculty - not administrative - jurisdiction.

~I

I
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(2)

We must remember that we are a regional university,

more properly, still a regional college--not a national university.

As such,

our sights at this time must be focused on the needs

peculiar to our region, insofar as the needs, abilities and desires

of our students influence our direction of growth. Whether we

eventually become a national university will of course depend to

a great extent upon you.

0

(3)

We have assumed responsibility for helping the

physically handicapped student, and our program has been most

succcssful--so much so that it has already brought us state and

national recognition, and I'm sure you will agree that this is a most

worthwhile continuing objective.

(4)

There is another type of handicapped person we must

help--that is, the economically and culturally deprived young person.

c

We have a large number of such handicapped persons, both black and

white, within our sphere of influe;;ce, and we must provide them with
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the same opportunities for a good education as universities have

traditionally granted to their more fortunate brothers.

(5)

Since we are destined to be a semi-urban university,

we shall always have both resident and commuting students. I

should like to see facilities made available for commuting students

within the residential complexes so that they may become a more

integral part of their university. We might well examine the

cluster system of living and learning which is being experimented

with on a number of campuses outside of Ohio• .

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

Now I want to talk about academic directions for Wright

State University which have occupied my thoughts.

(1)

We are all aware that we are living in an era of growing

dissatisfaction by the public with the quality of our attention to

student needs, of which teaching is but a part.

Through their

~.

t, ..
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representatives, the legislators, the pressure for change has

been steadily mounting. Unfortunately, the public and their

legislative representatives look upon the missions of a

university in a different perspective than do faculty whose goals

are more likely to be professionally oriented and quite naturally

more self-serving. Events and actions by legislative bodies during

the past several years have moved steadily toward the reduction

0

of the autonomy of the universities and increasingly in the require

ments of accountability for the utilization of time spent by faculty.

University administrators here and at other institutions have

worked hard to assure such concerned citizens of the integrity of

faculty as a group. Unfortunately, we cannot guarantee individual

integrity, and it is the few, as always, who lack it who seem to come

to the attention of the public. I consider it an important part of

0

my mission as President to resist the parochial attitude of a few

of our colleagues, and I wish to express appreciation to the vQst
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academic tafonts of many disciplines in order than an

integrated approach to the understanding and solution of

civilization's problems be offered the student and society.

(4)

Because of the problems peculiar to first-year

college students, which cause roughly a 40% attrition between

t he freshman and sophomore years, I believe we must create a

division of freshman studies with its own administration and

0

specialized counseling staff. I do not believe that this need

mean a common curriculum. However, the student should not

be permitted to enter the field of his professional choice until

he has satisfactorily completed a given number of hours or the

equivalent in Freshman Studies, varied as they may be.

(5)

I believe that we should continue to increase our

faculty competence at the graduate level in order that master 1 s

0

programs in most areas of student and faculty interest may be

developed. Most of these programs will, of necessity, be
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intradisciplinary in nature.

However, I believe we face quite

a different situation at the doctoral level. In order that

Wright State become truly a university, we must have doctoral

programs, but I believe that they should be few in number and

that they must be broad and multidisciplinary in nature. I

should be surprised if we developed more than about four or

five general areas of study at the doctoral level.

(6)

Swinging to the other end of the educational spectrum,

I believe we will have to pay more and more attention to two-

year programs, particularly in technical education, and to the real
t-

possibility that we will be offering the associate degree in several

areas on our main campus as well as on our branch campuses. Most

universities, in avoiding this potentially huge area of post-high school

education, have done a disservice to the community. This gap is

being partially filled by the most rapidly growing segment of the

educational community--the junior and community colleges.

h,
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Las t, what is my vision of Wri:;ht.: State University

fifteen years from now? I sec 1.n"ge, beautiful campus of

about 10-15 buildings, a series of residential facilities for

students, a student population of about 20-25, 000, two-thirds

of them commuting, a better transportation system, a series

of apartments and houses and a shopping center or two adjacent

to the University. Internally, l envision a series of semi-

0

autonomous colleges, at least two more division than at present,

a faculty of close to 1, 000. I see much more self-instruction,

students being guided, not taught by faculty. l see a school
4

attracting students and faculty from all over Ohio with an appre

ciable number coming from out of state and country.

I sec several professional schools formed or fonning,

including nurses training (4 year) and an innovative medical

0

school (which we are at present working on). I see educational

television sponsored by this University and supported by the
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Dayton-Miami Valley Consortium whose value I predict will increase.

I see a research campus or group operating, partly as the result

of the formation of the Wright State University Research Institute

last week.

None of the foregoing can be realized without considerable

thought and effort on the part of all of us and I ask your full

coo peration in these ventures . I believe we will accomplish i n

fi f teen short years what has taken the older universities 100 or

more years to do.

In closing, I note that the State Master Plan for Higher

Education published by the Regents in 1966 has now been essentially

fulfilled.

The Chancellor is now beginning a revision and updating

of that Master Plan and I believe it vital that we have an input

in order that Wright State's role in higher education be clearly

established. We are now, in fact,

in the process of appointing
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0
faculty and staff to committees for the Chancellor to

work with.

We are one of a small group of unique institutions

of higher education. We are neither long-established nor

recently converted from a community or teachers college.

We have but two choices for the future--to follow in the weary

footsteps of both typos of older schools or to strike out on our

0

own in new directions. To a very large extent, the choice is up

to you.
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